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XIII. An Account of feme Cafes of Dropfies, 
cured byfioeet On ; In a Letter from Wil- 
Ham Oliver, M D. F. R. S. 

SIR, Bath, Feb. IO.I7S5. 

Read Feb. zo,T Cannot recoiled whether Mifs * * had 
I7S5 ' X ^ )een tapp'd, or not, when you did 
me the favour to call at my houfe. But I dare fay, 
an account of her proceedings fince will not be un- 
acceptable. 

Mr. Pierce took from her eleven pints of water. 
As foon as the bandage could be loofened, Dr. Hart- 
ley and I examined the ftate of her belly. The epi- 
gaftric region was quite emptied $ but we found a 
great fulnefe, which extended itfelf on each fide the 
inguen, towards the back. We put her upon a very 
fpare dry diet, and allowed her but a quarter of a 
pint of liquids in the twenty-four hours* But tho' 
her urine much exceeded in quantity what (he drank, 
the fwelling increafed, and we feared the belly would 
fbon fill again. A lady, who was with her, told us, 
that, juft before me left London, me had heard, that 
two perfons had been cured of confirmed dropfies by 
being anointed* morning and evening, with common 
falad oil, which was rubbed into the whole abdo- 
men, for an hour at a time, with a warm hand. We 
could not refufe the trial of fo innocent a method. 
The iatrafeiptae began their operation. About the 
third day of anointing, the urine was confiderably 
increafed, and continued to be fo. The fiilnefs gra- 
dually decreased, and in a fortnight's time was quite 

gone. 
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gone. Her appetite, digeftion, and fleep, grew na- 
tural, and fhe recovered flefli, ftrength, and fpirits. 
About fix weeks after her firft anointing, her menfes 
appeared, and at the end of the next month £he had 
a regular return, of good colour, and in fufficient 
quantity. I faw her at the public room laft week, 
in as good health as I ever remember her to have en- 
joyed. 

You may be fure this recovery was much talked of, 
and fet all the hydropics a rubbing. 

A man, aged fifty-five, from hard-drinking, and 
many wrong methods of cure, had been cachectic 
fifteen years, and had often the fymptoms of jaundice 
and dropfy. Half a year ago, his belly, legs, and 
thighs, fwelled to an enormous fize. He was with 
difficulty moved from his bed to his chair, and was 
given over, as a perfon in an incurable dropfy. About 
three weeks ago, he began to anoint. After three or 
four days rubbing, his urine was greatly increafed ; 
and in a fortnight, his belly, thighs, and legs, were 
wonderfully decreafed, and I faw him a few days 
ago walking about the town, whereas before he could 
not move a joint. 

A woman of feventy years of age, of a thin ha- 
bit, who got a livelihood by carrying cakes about the 
town, fell into an afcites. Her belly was fo greatly 
diftended,that fhe was obliged to quit her bufinefs, to 
confine herfelf to her houfe, and for the raoft part 
to her bed. She anointed. Her urine foon increafed 
in quantity, and continued to do fo. She was at my 
houfe this week, as lank, as fhe faid, as a maiden, 
and in as good health as fhe had enjoyed for many 
years. 

Thefe 
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Thefe cafes are, I think, fumcient to encourage 
farther trials. I am, with tfue refpec\ 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

W. Oliver. 



XIV. Obfervationes Eclipjium Satellitum Jo- 
vis habita Ulijffipone in Regio CoIIegio Bea- 
tijjimee Virginis a Necejfttatibus nuncu- 
pate a Joanne Chevalier Cong. Oratorii 
&* Regalis Societ. Lond. Socio, Anno 1754. 

Read Feb. 27, T~"VIE undecima Januarii, telefcopio 
,7SS * JL-J magno Gregoriano, long. 6 pe- 
dum dimidio, node clariflima, obfervavi immerfio- 
nem fecundi Satellitis hora poftmeridiana temporis 
veri, o>. 4.'. 3". Hac, ac fequentibus diebus, clare 
confpiciebantur fafciae duae in difco Jovis. 

Die dccima-quinta Januarii, eodem telefcopio, 
eaelo etiam claro, obfervavi immerfionem primi Sa- 
tellitis hora* poftmeridiana temporis veri, n h . 23'. 

78". 

Die decima-oftava Januarii, eodem telefcopio, ob- 
fervavi immerfionem fecundi Satellitis hora poftme- 
ridiana* vera, 1 lK $$'. 30". 
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